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Preface
John Ferry was one of the founding fathers of Polymer

Science as we know it today. His was a preeminent long-

lived scientific career, and he will be long remembered for

the widespread impact of his many written contributions,

both original and tutorial, his teaching abilities, the breadth

and depth of his scientific intuition, and his unique ability to

take significant scientific advances using a well selected

battery of experimental techniques that he applied to the

problem at hand. It has been a pleasure to gather the

contributions for this volume because, during the course of

collecting them, we encountered many cooperative and

informative people who greatly expanded upon what we

already knew about this extraordinary man. We were unable

to contact many of his former colleagues and associates,

especially those whose careers dated back to his times at

Harvard Medical School. Many of these are retired,

deceased, or were otherwise unavailable. We nevertheless

obtained notable contributions and tributes from leading
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figures in the field like Ignacio Tinoco, Laszlo Lorand, Leo

Mandelkern, Harold Scheraga, Elemer Mihalyi, and Birger

Blomb7ck. Many contributions were from colleagues,

students, and associates who knew and interacted with

him during his years in the Chemistry Department at The

University of Wisconsin, including one wistful would-be

student (John Finlayson). There were contributions from

scientists who were familiar with his work but did not know

him personally, or from those like us (MWM, EDC) who

met him at about the time or even after he had retired from

the Department of Chemistry. For us, there didn’t seem to be

any differences in his ability or desire to interact scientifi-

cally, to digest and skillfully analyze complicated subject

matter, and to continue to teach us along the way. As a

testimony to his scientific stature and uniqueness, and to the

legacy he leaves among us, we attach a letter where he

comments on the effect of chloride on the structure of fibrin

clots discovered in 1998, some 50 years after his seminal

work (see the contribution from Enrico Di Stasio in this

issue). He immediately understood the importance of an

effect that hardly anyone else in the field seems to have

recognized even to this day.

John D. Ferry was admired by a great number of people

who appreciated his prodigious scientific abilities, and who

also valued him as a colleague, a friend or a mentor, and

very likely, all of the above. As the Editors of this Special

Issue, we thank all contributors for their efforts with this

important endeavor. John FerryTs impact on the field of

Polymer Science will endure for a very long time, and we

offer this Festschrift as a modest tribute to a great Maestro.
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